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1 For the purposes of this research project, 21st century skills and competencies will intersect 
between the understanding and use of information and communication technology, but also as 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 This thesis is intended to spark a discussion about the future of Ontario education that 
draws insights from the work of the Digital Media Academy. The DMA operates out of the 
Silicon Valley area where tech giants like Apple, Google, Netflix, and Facebook are based; 
although this area of California provides cutting edge and innovative perspectives on new media, 
it is only one setting and a highly privileged one at that. Thus, the perspectives raised here would 
benefit greatly from comparative studies undertaken elsewhere, perhaps other non-formal 
learning environments elsewhere in North America that serve underrepresented populations. 
Though the findings from this thesis may not resonate with all contexts and sites, they should 


































































































































































































































Description	 of	 the	 project:	 This	Master’s	 study	 explores	 digital	 teaching	 and	 learning	 in	 the	
Ontario	public	school	system.	The	Digital	Media	Academy	focuses	on	specialized	digital	literacy	
and	 media	 curriculum	 that	 could	 yield	 insights	 into	 appropriate	 and	 meaningful	 digital	
instruction.	The	focus	of	this	study	will	be	to	identify	tools	and	strategies	from	the	Digital	Media	
Academy	 that	 could	 enhance	 digital	 literacy	 instruction	 in	 the	 formal	Ontario	 classroom.	My	
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